American Literature
Course Description:  American Literature will introduce the writings of American authors from before the inception of our country to modern times.  This course will seek to answer the question, “What is American?” by understanding how literature has reflected our culture and values back to us over the course of our comparatively short national history.  The course will be reading and writing intensive and will cover selected works from the following authors:  Miller, Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, Twain, Dickinson, Hughes, Frost, and Bradbury, among others.

Standards and Objectives:

Reading Comprehension

-Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject

Literary Response and Analysis

-Analyze characteristics of subgenres (e.g. satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that are used in poetry,

prose, plays, novels, short stories, essays, and other basic genres.

-Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life,

using textual evidence to support the claim.

-Analyze ways in which poets use imagery, personification, figures of speech, and sensory details to evoke

readers’ emotions.

-Analyze the way in which authors throughout the centuries have used archetypes drawn from myth and

tradition in literature, film, etc.

Literary Criticism

-Analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a selection of literary works.

-Analyze the philosophical arguments presented in literary works to determine whether authors’

positions have contributed to the quality of each work and the credibility of the characters.

Writing Strategies

-Use point of view, characterization, style, and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic

purposes.

-Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them using
precise and relevant examples.

-Use language in a fresh and natural way.

-Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies.
-Use systematic strategies to organize and record information.
-Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style, and enhance subtlety

of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with purpose, audience and genre.

Writing Applications

-Demonstrate an understanding of an author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects

created.

Written and Oral English-Language Conventions

-Write and speak with a command of standard-English conventions.

Listening and Speaking

-Deliver oral responses to literature.
-Recite poems, selections from speeches, or dramatic soliloquies with attention to performance details to

achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect and to demonstrate an understanding of the meaning.
Textbooks: 
McDougal Littell. The Language of Literature.

Bradbury, Ray. Dandelion Wine.

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451.

Miller, Arthur. The Crucible.

Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
Evaluation of Student Work:

Assessments (30% of semester grade)
· Unit tests
· Comprehension quizzes
· Some short-term or in class writing assignments
Projects (20%)
· Book reports
· Various groups projects and presentations
· Formal writing assignments

Classroom Participation and Oral Performance (15%)

· It is expected that students will participate in class, asking and answering questions as appropriate, as well as participate fully in small group activities 

· Points will be deducted for being unprepared for class
· Speeches, debates, and performance
Daily Work (20%)

· Grammar, mechanics, and vocabulary activities and quizzes
· Paragraph reactions and “polished paragraphs”
· Some writing assignments
· Various worksheets and in class activities
Semester final (15%)

Supplies required:

A charged laptop will be brought to class each day. 

One notebook for notes
Pens, pencils, etc.
Textbook in class each day (as appropriate)
Contact me:

Wendy FitzHenry:  541-382-1850 (school); 541-504-4231 (home)




E-mail: wendy.fitzhenry@saints.org




Class website: tlhsfitzhenry.weebly.com

I, ________________________ (student), have read through the American literature syllabus. 

I, ________________________ (parent), have read through the American literature syllabus.

