Modern United States History Projects

There are two projects for MUSH. You will pick the topics for each project so that they will be due in different semesters. Easiest way: Pick one that is early history through WWI, and one that is during WWII through modern times.

Each project is worth 10% of your semester grade. I do not care which project you do first. Projects are due on the day when we study that particular topic in class.
“Choose Your Own” Project

You will pick a topic, probably from the list below but not necessarily, and will thoroughly examine it through the projects listed below. Each project has a “point value”. You must pick your projects so that the total points equal 10. Each mini-project will be graded independently, but they will all go toward one final project score. You must also include a bibliography for your entire project, following MLA format. The due date will vary based on the topic you select. I will be able to give you an approximation of the due date as soon as you pick your topic.

One point

Copy of an online encyclopedia article and a magazine/newspaper article

Bringing two books on your topic to class

Copy of a song about the event/from the era to be played for class

Wear an outfit (for class only) appropriate for the time period

Two points

Sketch (that you make) of person or event 

Creation of a crossword puzzle with key vocabulary, terms, etc. (use www.puzzlemaker.com)

Poster explaining/showing technology, must include words and pictures

Poster of the fashions of the era, must include captions/explanations

Advertisement of your own creation
Three points

Poster concerning the economic impact, includes at least one chart/graph and one picture

Bulletin board display for the classroom, includes title, pictures, and downloaded info.

2 – 3 page commentary on the political fallout; your opinions must be supported with evidence

Write a poem or short story 

Create a piece of art inspired by event/person, etc., with a paragraph explanation of it

Make a timeline chart that includes at least 10 events associated with the event or person
Four points

Five (or more) diary entries from the “Common Man”

3 - 5 page biography of pivotal person written in 3rd person format, with parenthetical documentation and bibliography

8 – 12 screen power point presentation that you do not present to the class
8 – 10 question interview with person who experience the event, or is an expert on it; can be recorded or you can type up the transcript

Write a web-based encyclopedia entry, including the definitions of three underlined terms or people (links) in your primary entry

Create a diorama/model
Five points

8 – 10 minute speech given to us and to another class of your choosing (3rd person)

8 – 15 page first-person biographical narrative, complete with bibliography

8 – 10 minute multimedia presentation, must include sound or video clips, you speaking to us, and photos/posters 

Creation of a website, complete with photos, narrative, and links

Tips:

Come see me about a week before you need to hand in your project so we can discuss what you are doing and make sure you have 10 points.

Don’t forget the bibliography.

Don’t neglect the project and wait until the last minute. 10% of your semester grade is a lot!

True due date will be given via e-mail or conversation in class. Once I tell you when it is due, write it down immediately as I won’t remind in the days prior to your due date.
Topic selections (but not your only options):

Man on the Moon

MLK Assassination

Great Depression

Sept. 11th, 2001

Korean War/Conflict

U.S. Pulling out of Vietnam

Saddam Hussein’s capture

First Persian Gulf War (1991)

Dropping the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Assassination of JFK

Transcontinental Railroad being completed

U.S. Enters World War I

Prohibition

Rock n’ Roll

Television

Presidency of Ronald Reagan

Watergate

Iran Hostage Crisis

Presidency of FDR

Rosa Parks and the bus boycott

1970’s ERA (Women’s Equal Rights Amendment)

Electricity

Discovery of the structure of DNA

1st usable computer (Apple IIc)

Internet/World Wide Web

Space Shuttle

Spanish-American War

Bombing of Pearl Harbor

Battle of Little Bighorn

Panama Canal

VCR

1980 Olympics

Cuban Missile Crisis

Annotated Bibliography

Imagine you are assigned a five-page research paper. You get to pick the topic, and then will start your research. Instead of writing the entire paper, however, you will only be evaluating the resources you have found on your topic. That is, in essence, what an annotated bibliography is.

You will be creating an annotated bibliography of 6 sources. Two of the sources will be internet sites; two will be books; and two will be newspapers, journals, or magazines. You will be using the Modern Language Association (MLA) format for your bibliography. You must use this format consistently for each citation.
What is an Annotated Bibliography? An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and other resources. Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph: the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited. Annotations are usually about 150 words. 

Annotations vs. Abstracts 
Abstracts are the descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly journal articles or in subscription databases. Annotations, on the other hand, are descriptive and critical; they discuss the author's point of view, clarity, appropriateness of expression, authority, etc. 

The Process 
Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: concise writing, succinct analysis, and informed library research. You will be retrieving websites, journal articles, and books relevant to a selected topic. You will create citations for these resources using the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. You will write concise annotations that summarize the central theme and scope of the websites, articles, and books. These annotations should include one or more sentences that: 

1. Evaluate the authority, background, and education of the author(s) 

2. Comment on the intended audience. For whom was it written (general public/any reader, subject specialists, college students)? What skill level or education level must the reader have? 

3. Compare or contrast this work with another you have cited 

4. Discuss how this work explains your selected topic 

Example of a Citation and Annotation 
London, Herbert. "Five Myths of the Television Age." Television Quarterly 10.1 (1982): 81-89. Academic Search Premiere. Web. 10 Oct. 2010. 

Herbert London, the Dean of Journalism at New York University and author of several books and articles about the television industry, explains how television contradicts five commonly believed ideas. He uses specific examples of events seen on television, such as the assassination of John Kennedy, to illustrate his points. His examples have been selected to contradict such truisms as: "seeing is believing"; "a picture is worth a thousand words"; and "satisfaction is its own reward." London uses logical arguments to support his ideas. He does not refer to any previous works on the topic. London's style and vocabulary would make the article of interest to any reader. In comparison to Smith’s article, this source was easier to understand and more relevant to my specific topic. 

 Citations with annotations should be alphabetized by author’s last name. If no author is given, consider the first letter of the first word of your citation when alphabetizing. 
 Do not include section headings such as “books” or “websites” 
 The annotated bibliography should be 1 cohesive document 
 Use 1 inch margins 
 Use Arial, 12 pt. font

 The title of your document should be Annotated Bibliography on (and your topic listed).

Topic selections (but not your only options):

People important to U.S. history (choose 1 individual)

Significant Supreme Court cases (choose only 1)

Amendments

Controversial topics for Americans from the past or present
