Biblical Chronology and World History
Calculations based on the biblical record make it possible to date many events and the lives of people who participated in those events. Biblical history did not merely occur “once upon a time” as storytellers say. Biblical and Christian religion is historical, since God’s supernatural revelation entered ordinary space and time. 
Stone Age culture shows some evidence of record keeping. (See the interesting overview of research in Richard Rudgley, The Lost Civilizations of the Stone Age [New York: The Free Press, 1999].) However, historians and archaeologists typically date the development of writing as we know and use it today to the end of the fourth millennium BC and associate early writing with Mesopotamia and Egypt. The genealogies of Genesis 5; 10–11 are incomplete, so historians cannot effectively calculate dates from them. The first dateable person in the Bible is Abram (Abraham), who was born in Mesopotamia near the end of the third millennium BC and later traveled to Egypt (Gn 12).

Calculating Dates
The following chronology allows the reader to compare the biblical record of events with parallel records of events in world history, with special attention to the civilizations that most often interacted with the people of Israel. Users should be aware that scholars of history may differ considerably when dating specific kings and events (e.g., dates proposed for the early dynasties of Egypt often differ by as much as 50 years). Although historians may fix some dates on the basis of astronomical events described in ancient texts, they estimate most dates by comparing lists of kings and events.

Historians sometimes have difficulty determining the dates for biblical persons and events after Abram. (E.g., dates for the exodus and conquest are hotly debated in academic circles.) Dating usually grows easier and clearer as one moves forward in history (e.g., for Israel, dates from the kingdom period and forward are more easily calculated). The editors of TLSB are grateful to Andrew Steinmann, whose research on the dates of biblical persons and events was especially helpful for the development of the tables below. Bracketed notes represent a proposed construction based on biblical and historical contexts.

	EVENTS FROM CREATION TO THE FLOOD

	BIBLICAL RECORD


	RECORDS OF OTHER CIVILIZATIONS



	Creation in six days (Gn 1–2)


	Creation accounts in Mesopotamia and other cultures have similarities with biblical themes but differ markedly in theology.



	Fall into sin (Gn 3)


	

	Children of Adam and Eve (Gn 4–5; 10). Moses may refer to an earlier resource for his information: The Book of the Generations of Adam (see note, Gn 5:1; see also pp 3–4).


	

	Noah called to build the ark (Gn 6)


	Flood accounts in various world cultures describe a great worldwide flood during which a hero rescues animals and mankind (e.g., Sumerian Kings List, Atrahasis Epic, Eridu Flood Story, and Epic of Gilgamesh). Such flood accounts are not limited to Mesopotamia.



	The flood (Gn 7–8)


	

	God’s promise to Noah (Gn 9)


	

	The tower of Babel (Gn 11)


	The Sumerian Epic of Enmerkar refers to a common language spoken by all people.




Although writing began at an earlier date (e.g., Sumerian records of commerce may date to c 3300 BC), recorded history began when the Egyptians used hieroglyphs to describe the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt under Menes in c 3100 BC. After this point, it becomes possible to calculate dates for persons and events, though many difficulties still result because of the variety of calendars, writing systems, and styles used by ancient people.

	DATEABLE, RECORDED HISTORY

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	Menes unites Upper and Lower Egypt; 1st Egyptian Dynasty


	c 3100 BC


	Gebal/Byblos serves as an important trade center with Egypt; Jericho is a long-established city
	

	
	2nd Dynasty begins


	2890


	Temple gifts at Gebal/Byblos bear the name of Egyptian ruler Khasekhemui
	

	
	
	c 2700


	
	Sumerian royal inscriptions begin; early dynasty of Sumerians emerging; name of ruler Enmebaragesi found in archaeological remains from this time

	
	Djoser reigns; 3rd Dynasty; Imhotep builds step pyramid
	2686


	
	

	
	
	c 2500


	
	Writings in Mari

	
	5th Dynasty
	c 2494


	
	

	
	
	c 2400
	
	Writings in Assyria

	
	6th Dynasty
	c 2345


	
	

	
	
	c 2334


	Sargon conquers Syrian states; they yield various goods to him
	Sargon I of Akkad; followed by Akkadian Dynasty

	
	
	c 2290–2250


	Ebla flourishes as trade center between Mediterranean region and Mesopotamia
	

	THE PATRIARCHS OF ISRAEL

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	
	2166 BC


	
	Abram born (Gn 11:27–32)

	
	Intermediate period; invaders divide and disrupt Egypt
	c 2160–2040


	
	

	
	
	c 2150


	
	Gutians invade and disrupt Ur

	
	
	c 2156


	
	Sarai born (Gn 17:17)

	
	
	c 2112–c 2095


	
	Ur-Nammu, founder of the 3rd Sumerian Dynasty of Ur and the Sumerian legal code, builds step pyramid

	
	
	c 2100


	Amorite invasion destroys Gebal/Byblos
	

	
	
	2091


	
	Abram moves from Haran to Canaan (Gn 12:4)

	
	
	2067


	Abram given the name Abraham, circumcised with Ishmael (Gn 17:1–6, 24–25)
	

	
	Egyptian Middle Kingdom
	c 2040–1786


	
	

	
	
	c 2030


	Sarah dies (Gn 23:1–2)


	

	
	
	2026


	Isaac marries Rebekah (Gn 25:20)
	

	
	
	2006


	Jacob and Esau born (Gn 25:24–26)
	

	
	
	2004


	
	Dynasty of Ur-Nammu ends

	Minoan culture builds palaces on Crete
	
	c 2000


	Pottery imported from Cyprus reaches Canaan
	

	
	Mentuhotep unites Egypt; 12th Dynasty begins with powerful pharaohs
	1991


	Abraham dies (Gn 25:7)


	

	
	
	1966


	Esau marries Judith (Gn 26:34)
	

	
	
	1943


	Ishmael dies (Gn 25:17)
	

	Hittites emerging in Anatolia; Greek pottery uses hieroglyphic script
	
	c 1900


	
	

	
	[Joseph sold into slavery in Egypt (Gn 37:2, 12–28)]
	inter 1901–1897


	
	

	
	
	1894


	
	Sumuabum establishes Amorite Dynasty at Babylon

	
	
	1886


	Isaac dies (Gn 35:28–29)
	

	
	[Joseph enters service in Pharaoh’s court (Gn 41:46)]
	inter 1888–1884


	
	

	
	Jacob goes to Egypt (Apr; Gn 47:9, 28; Ex 12:40–41)
	1876


	
	

	
	Jacob dies (Gn 47:28)
	1859


	
	

	
	
	c 1830


	
	Iakhdunlim strengthens Mari

	
	[Joseph dies (Gn 50:22, 26)]
	inter 1808–1804
	
	Assyrians build temple to Sumerian god Enlil

	ISRAEL IN EGYPT

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	Linear A script at Crete


	
	c 1800–1450 BC
	
	Hurrians spreading influence

	
	
	1792–1750
	
	Hammurabi of Babylon



	
	2nd Intermediate Period
	1786–1567
	
	

	
	
	c 1775


	Aleppo, an important trade center under the ruler Iarimlim
	Mari flourishes as a trade center, as recorded in the archives of Alalakh

	
	
	1756


	
	Hammurabi destroys Mari

	
	Hyksos invade and dominate Egypt
	c 1750


	
	

	Labarnas founds Hittite Empire
	
	c 1680


	
	

	
	
	c 1670


	
	Ashur (Akkadian/Assyrian) Dynasty emerges

	Hattusilis I expands Hittite Empire
	17th Dynasty established at Thebes
	c 1650


	N. Syria falls to the Hittites
	Kassite Dynasty emerges in Babylon

	Mursilis I leads Hittites to victory over Aleppo and Babylon
	
	c 1590


	Aleppo defeated


	Hittites defeat Amorite Dynasty of Babylon

	
	Hyksos expelled
	c 1580–1570


	
	

	
	Ahmose begins New Kingdom; 18th Dynasty
	c 1570


	Fleeing Hyksos occupy Sharuhen, Egyptians destroy the city
	

	Telipinus issues edict regulating Hittite succession and courts
	
	1530


	
	

	
	Moses born (Ex 7:7; Dt 34:7); Thutmose I claims Syria
	1526


	
	

	Mycenaeans trade with Canaanites


	
	c 1500


	Mycenaean designs influence Canaanites


	Mitanni Empire emerges in N. Mesopotamia under Saustatar

	
	Amenhotep II quells rebellion in Orontes Valley
	1488


	Cities of the Orontes Valley revolt against Egyptian rule
	

	THE EXODUS AND THE CONQUEST

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	Thutmose III destroys coalition at Megiddo
	c 1468 BC


	Canaanite Prince of Kadesh coalition def.
	

	
	Thutmose III co-regent with Amenhotep II, who campaigns in Asia
	c 1450


	
	

	Destruction of Greek palaces (e.g., Knossos)


	1st Passover; exodus (Apr; Ex 12:6; 1Ki 6:1; Nu 33:3)


	1446


	Passover in Sinai (Apr; Nu 9:1); Israel arrives at Wilderness of Sin (May; Ex 16:1) and Wilderness of Sinai (May/June; Ex 19:1)
	

	
	
	1445


	Tabernacle set up (Mar/Apr; Ex 40:2,17); census taken (Apr/May; Nu 1:1–2, 18); Israel leaves Wilderness of Sinai (May; Nu 10:11)
	

	
	
	1444


	Israel leaves Kadesh (Dt 2:14)
	

	
	Thutmose IV makes peace with Mitanni Empire; Amarna Letters
	c 1425


	
	Mitanni and Egyptians cease long struggle over Syria

	
	
	1407


	Israel arrives at Wilderness of Zin (Apr/May; Nu 20:1); Aaron dies (July/Aug; Nu 33:38)
	

	
	
	1407/1406


	Moses addresses Israel (Dec/Jan; Dt 1:3)
	

	
	
	1406


	Israel crosses the Jordan (Apr; Jsh 4:19); 1st Passover in the land (Jsh 5:10)
	

	Hittite New Kingdom emerges
	
	1400


	Joshua gives Hebron to Caleb (Jsh 14:10)
	

	
	
	1399–1375


	Death of Joshua and the elders (Jgs 2:6–10)


	

	THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	Akhenaton (Amenhotep IV) introduces monotheistic religious reforms
	c 1379 BC


	Judges lead Israel c 300 years


	

	Hittite expansion under Suppiluliumus I
	
	c 1375


	Hittites retake Syria


	

	Hittites defeat Mitanni


	
	c 1360


	Cities of Syria ally with Mitanni and suffer defeat from the Hittites
	Hittites and Ashur-uballit I defeat Mitanni ruler Tushratta; Mitanni becomes part of Hittite Empire

	
	Ramses I begins 19th Dynasty
	1332


	Eglon oppresses Israel


	

	
	
	c 1307–1275


	
	Adad-nirari I of Assyria defeats Kassites and Mitanni

	Battle of Kadesh between Hittites and Egyptians
	Ramses II defeated at Kadesh


	1286


	
	

	Troy violently destroyed


	
	c 1275


	
	Shalmaneser I defeats Mitanni; builds 2nd capital at Calah

	
	
	1236


	Jabin oppresses Israel
	

	
	
	1234


	
	Tukulti-ninurta I defeats Kassite Dynasty of Babylon; however, Kassites regain control

	
	Sea Peoples invade Egypt
	1230


	
	

	Hattusus burned; Hittite Empire collapses
	Senakht begins 20th Dynasty
	c 1200


	
	

	Sea Peoples (Philistines?) invade coast of Canaan
	Egyptian influence diminished
	1190


	Philistine cities emerging in Gaza
	

	
	
	1124–1103


	
	Nebuchadrezzar I (Assyrian) makes Babylon his capital



	
	
	c 1114–c 1076


	
	Tiglath-pileser I of Assyria expands empire and wins victories against Babylon

	
	21st Dynasty (Tanite); Egyptian weakness
	1085


	
	

	
	
	1099–1060


	Eli, priest and judge (1Sm 4:15, 18); on Samuel, see pp 431–34, Jos, Ant 6:294
	

	
	
	1060


	Ark in Philistine territory (1Sm 6:1)
	

	THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	Collapse of Mycenaean culture; Linear B script no longer used
	
	c 1050 BC


	
	

	
	
	1048–1009


	Saul reigns over Israel (1Sm 13:1; Ac 13:21)
	

	
	
	1039


	David born (2Sm 5:1–5)
	

	
	
	1010–1009


	David lives in Philistine territory (1Sm 27:7)
	

	
	
	1009–970


	David reigns seven years in Hebron, then over all Israel in Jerusalem (2Sm 5:5; 1Ki 2:11)
	

	
	Pharaoh’s daughter marries Solomon
	970–931


	Reign of Solomon (1Ki 12:42)
	

	
	
	967–960


	Temple built and dedicated (1Ki 6:1; 2Ch 3:1–2; 2Ch 7:7–10)
	

	THE DIVIDED KINGDOMS: ISRAEL AND JUDAH

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	Shoshenq I founds 22nd Dynasty
	945 BC


	
	

	
	
	931


	Israel divided under Rehoboam
	

	
	
	927


	Shishak (Shoshenq I) invades Israel (1Ki 14:25; 2Ch 12:2)
	Ashur-dan II revives Assyria



	Phoenician temple built on Crete; Etruscans emerging in Italy
	
	c 900


	
	

	
	
	898


	Asa’s reform/covenant (May/June; 2Ch 15:10–12)
	

	
	
	883–859


	
	Ashurnasirpal II of Assyria expands his empire, slaughtering prisoners and deporting conquered people

	
	
	871


	Jehoshaphat sends teachers throughout Israel (2Ch 17:7)
	

	
	
	858–824


	N. Syria falls to Shalmaneser; Damascus besieged
	Shalmaneser III of Assyria

	
	
	855–853


	No war between Israel and the Arameans (1Ki 22:1)
	

	
	
	853


	Battle of Qarqar between Aramean kings and Assyrians
	

	
	
	841–835


	Athaliah rules Judah; Joash hidden in temple
	

	
	
	c 828–824


	
	Rebellion complicates Assyrian succession; Shamshi-Adad emerges as ruler with help of Babylonians

	
	23rd Dynasty begins


	817


	
	

	
	Tyrians found Carthage


	c 813


	Jerusalem temple repaired (2Ki 12:6–7)
	

	
	
	804


	Damascus conquered


	Adad-nirari III of Assyria takes over Syria

	Etruscan city-states emerge in central Italy
	
	c 800


	
	

	
	
	c 783–773


	
	Shalmaneser IV of Assyria



	1st Olympiad


	
	775


	Jotham born (2Ki 15:32–33; 2Ch 27:1)
	

	
	
	773


	Shalmaneser IV leads unsuccessful campaign against Damascus
	

	
	
	744–727


	
	Tiglath-pileser III of Assyria

	
	
	740


	Hezekiah born (2Ki 18:1–2; 2Ch 29:1); Isaiah’s vision (Is 6)
	

	Greeks colonize locations around the Mediterranean
	
	c 734–580


	
	

	
	
	724–722


	Samaria besieged (2Ki 18:9–10)
	

	ISRAEL IN EXILE

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	
	722 BC


	Fall of Samaria to Assyrians
	

	
	
	721–705


	
	Sargon II of Assyria



	
	25th Dynasty of Shabaka (Cushite)
	716


	
	

	
	
	715


	Hezekiah repairs temple (2Ch 29:3; Is 14:28–32)
	

	
	
	704–681


	
	Sennacherib of Assyria



	
	
	c 701


	Sennacherib besieges Jerusalem (2Ki 18:13; Is 36:1); Hezekiah’s sickness; Hezekiah pays tribute to Sennacherib
	

	Carchemish preserves Hittite script and culture to this point


	
	700


	
	

	
	Assyrians occupy Egypt


	671


	
	Esarhaddon takes Egypt; height of Assyrian Empire

	
	
	668–c 627


	
	Ashurbanipal, last great ruler of Assyria

	
	26th Dynasty begins; Psamtik expels Assyrians


	664–663


	
	

	2nd Messenian War
	
	650


	
	

	
	
	633


	Jehoiakim born (2Ki 23:36; 2Ch 36:5); Josiah seeks the Lord
	

	Cylon attempts coup in Athens
	
	c 630


	
	

	
	
	629


	Josiah purges high places (2Ch 34:3)
	

	
	
	628


	Jeremiah called to be a prophet (Jer 1:1–2)
	

	
	
	625–605


	
	Nabopolassar of Neo-Babylonia

	
	
	623


	Book of the Law found in the temple; Josiah’s Passover (Apr 15; 2Ch 35:1, 19)
	

	Etruscan Dynasty of Tarquius begins
	
	616


	Jehoiachin born (2Ki 24:8; 2Ch 36:9)
	

	
	
	c 612–609


	
	Chaldeans and Medes destroy Assyrian rule

	
	Pharaoh Neco defeated at Carchemish


	605


	Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem (2Ki 24:1); Judeans first removed from Judah (Jer 24, 36, 45–46; Dn 1)
	

	
	
	604–562


	
	Nebuchadnezzar of Neo-Babylonia

	
	
	604


	Fast proclaimed; Baruch reads scroll (inter Nov 24–Dec 23; Jer 36:9–10, 22)
	

	
	Egyptians repel Babylonians
	601


	Jehoiakim rebels against Nebuchadnezzar
	Babylonians turned back near Gaza

	Phocaea Greeks colonize Spain
	
	600


	
	

	
	
	599


	Nebuchadnezzar takes captives (Jer 52:28)


	

	
	
	597


	Nebuchadnezzar besieges Jerusalem (2Ki 24:10; 2Ch 36:10)
	

	Solon’s reforms in Athens


	
	594


	Hananiah confronts Jeremiah (Jer 28:1); Hananiah dies (Jer 28:17)
	

	
	
	593


	
	Ezekiel’s 1st vision (July 31; Ezk 1:1–2)

	
	
	589


	Siege of Jerusalem (Jer 32:1–2; 39:1; 52:4; Ezk 24–25)
	

	
	
	587


	Final siege of Jerusalem begins (2Ki 25:1; Ezk 24:1–2)


	Oracles against Egypt (Ezk 29:1–2) and Pharaoh (Ezk 30:20–22; 31:1–2)

	JUDAH IN EXILE

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	
	587 BC


	Wall of Jerusalem breached (July 29; 2Ki 25:3–4; Jer 39:2; 52:6–7); Nebuzaradan burns the temple (Aug 28; Jer 52:12–13); Gedaliah killed (2Ki 25:25; Jer 41:1–2)
	

	
	
	573


	
	Ezekiel’s vision of a new Jerusalem (Ezk 40–48)

	
	
	inter 573–569


	
	Nebuchadnezzar’s 2nd dream and humiliation (Dn 4)

	Croesus of Lydia


	
	561


	
	Evil-merodach of Neo-Babylonia; Jehoiachin freed from prison (2Ki 25:27; Jer 52:31)

	Homer’s poems set down in writing
	
	c 560


	
	Nergal Shar Usur of Neo-Babylonia

	
	
	559–529


	
	Rise of Persian Empire under Cyrus II

	
	
	553


	
	Ancient of Days vision (Dn 7)

	Cyrus defeats Lydians; Persian pressure drives Phocaeans west to Italy and Spain


	
	551


	
	Goat and ram vision (Dn 8); Cyrus II of Persia defeats Croesus of Lydia; Ionian Greeks become Persian subjects



	JUDEANS RETURN FROM EXILE

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	
	538 BC


	
	Cyrus rules Babylon; Cyrus’s decree (Ezr 1:1; 5:13; 6:3)

	
	
	537


	Altar in Jerusalem rebuilt (Ezr 3)
	

	
	
	536


	2nd temple begun (inter Apr 29–May 28; Ezr 3:8)


	Daniel in mourning; prince of Persia opposes angel (Apr 3–23; Dn 10:2, 13)

	Greeks attempt westward expansion
	Carthage and Etruscans halt Greek expansion
	c 535


	
	

	
	
	530


	Work on temple halted (Ezr 4:24)
	

	
	Achaemenid 27th Dynasty under Cambyses
	525


	
	Cambyses II of Persia (528–523 BC)



	
	
	522–486


	
	Darius I of Persia



	
	
	520


	Messages of Haggai and Zechariah (Hg 1–2; Zec 1)
	

	
	
	516


	2nd temple finished (Feb 21; Ezr 6:15)
	Darius campaigns against Scythians

	Roman republic founded
	
	509


	
	

	Cleisthenes reforms Athenian constitution toward democracy
	Carthage concludes peace treaty with Rome


	c 508


	
	

	Ionian revolt against Persia
	
	499


	
	Persians mobilize against Ionian tyrants

	Battle of Marathon; Greeks defeat Persians
	
	490


	
	Darius defeated at Marathon

	
	
	486


	Letter written to Xerxes (Ezr 4:6)
	

	Greeks defeat Persians at Thermopylae, Artemisium, Salamis
	
	480


	
	Greeks defeat huge Persian force



	
	
	478


	
	Xerxes of Persia marries Esther(2:16-17)

	
	
	474


	
	Haman issues edict about Jews (Apr 17; Est 3:12); Mordecai issues counter-edict (July 23; Est 8:9)

	
	
	464–424


	
	Artaxerxes I of Persia

	1st Peloponnesian War
	
	460–446


	
	

	Athenians support Inaros’s revolt
	Lybian Prince Inaros revolts against Persians
	459


	
	

	
	
	458


	Ezra arrives in Jerusalem (Oct 31; Ezr 7:8–9)
	Ezra leaves Babylon (Apr 8; Ezr 7:9); Ezra leaves Ahava River (Apr 19; Ezr 8:31)

	
	Herodotus in Egypt


	c 450


	
	

	Athens makes peace with Persia
	
	449


	
	

	Canuleian Law (Roman)


	
	445


	Walls of Jerusalem completed (Oct 3; Ne 6:15); Nehemiah holds convocation (Oct 8; Ne 7:73; 8:2)
	Nehemiah requests leave to go to Jerusalem (inter Apr 13–May 11; Ne 2:1–5)



	
	
	433/432


	
	Nehemiah returns to Susa (Ne 13:6)

	Great Peloponnesian War
	
	431–404


	
	

	THE TIME BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	
	423–405 BC


	
	Darius II of Persia



	
	Priests of Khnum and Persians destroy Jewish temple in Egypt
	410


	
	

	
	Amyrtaeus rebels, establishes Saite 28th Dynasty
	c 405


	
	

	Peloponnesian War ends


	
	404


	
	

	
	
	404–359/358
	
	Artaxerxes II of Persia



	Gauls capture Rome


	
	390


	
	

	
	30th Dynasty


	380


	
	

	Philip II of Macedon


	
	359–336


	
	

	
	
	358–338


	
	Artaxerxes III of Persia



	
	Carthage concludes treaty with Rome
	348


	
	

	1st Samnite War begins; Roman power expands
	31st Dynasty under Artaxerxes III
	343


	
	Persians attack at Pelusium

	Rome wins Latin War


	
	341


	
	

	Dissolution of Latin League
	
	338


	
	Artaxerxes III murdered; Arses (Xerxes II) rules Persia

	Alexander rules Macedonia
	
	336


	
	

	
	Darius III takes Egypt


	335


	
	Darius III rules Persia until 331

	Alexander defeats Persians at Issus


	
	333


	
	

	
	Alexander proclaimed pharaoh
	332


	Alexander takes Judea away from Persians
	

	Alexander the Great dies at Babylon
	
	323


	
	

	
	Ptolemy I founds Ptolemaic Dynasty (Greek)
	305


	
	Seleucus I Nicator founds Seleucid Dynasty (Greek)

	1st Punic War; Roman power expands
	Carthaginians lose territory to Rome
	264–241


	
	

	2nd Punic War


	
	218–202


	
	

	
	Ptolemy IV defeats Antiochus III
	217


	Battle of Raphia secures Ptolemaic rule of Judea
	Antiochus III defeated at Raphia

	
	Scopus defeated; Ptolemies lose Judea, make peace with Seleucids
	198


	Battle of Panias; Jews in Egypt and Judea are separated from one another politically
	Antiochus III takes over Judea



	Romans defeat Antiochus III at Smyrna


	
	190


	
	Antiochus III loses much of Asia Minor to Rome, faces financial trouble

	
	
	174


	Jason bribes Antiochus III to secure the high priesthood at the Jerusalem temple
	

	
	
	171


	Menelaus, a non-Levite, purchases the priesthood at Jerusalem; Jason removed
	

	
	
	c 168


	Mattathias dies


	

	Romans conquer Macedonia


	Antiochus IV Epiphanes engaged in war with Egypt


	167


	Antiochus IV orders pigs to be sacrificed to Olympian Zeus at the Jerusalem temple, leading to the Maccabean revolt; sacrilege continues for 2½ years
	Antiochus IV Epiphanes forces Syrian laws on Judeans



	
	
	166


	Battle of Beth-horon


	

	
	
	165


	Judas Maccabeus leads rebellion against Seleucids
	

	
	
	164


	Maccabees retake and purify Jerusalem; Hanukkah established
	

	
	
	153


	Jonathan officiates as high priest at Feast of Booths


	Syrian conflict between Demetrius I and Alexander Balas; Seleucid Kingdom declines; knowledge of cuneiform script is lost

	
	
	147


	Battle of Jamnia


	

	3rd Punic War; Romans destroy Corinth
	Romans destroy Carthage
	146


	
	

	
	Infighting divides Ptolemies
	145


	
	

	
	
	141


	Simon takes Akra, enters Jerusalem
	Parthians begin to take over Mesopotamia

	
	
	135


	Ptolemy murders Simon, last son of Mattathias; John Hyrcanus accepts Syrian rule
	Antiochus VII Sidetes besieges Jerusalem



	
	
	104–103


	Aristobulus rules


	

	
	
	103–76


	Alexander Jannaeus rules
	

	
	
	76–67


	Alexandra rules


	

	Romans fight slave war with Spartacus
	
	73–71


	
	

	
	
	67–63


	Aristobulus II rules


	

	Romans establish Idumean Dynasty under Antipater
	
	63


	Idumean Dynasty under Antipater


	

	Caesar’s Gallic Wars


	
	59–51


	
	

	Crassus defeated at Carrhae
	
	53


	
	Battle of Carrhae; Parthians def Romans

	
	Cleopatra VII and Ptolemy XIII enthroned


	52


	
	

	Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon and becomes Roman dictator
	
	49–44


	
	

	
	Cleopatra’s son Caesarion born
	47


	Herod made tetrarch of Galilee
	

	Caesar assassinated


	
	44


	
	

	
	
	43


	Malchus poisons Antipater
	

	Octavian (Augustus) and Antony defeat Cassius and Brutus at Philippi
	
	42


	Herod the Great and Phasael made tetrarchs of Judea
	

	Octavian appoints Herod ruler of Judea


	
	40


	Herod flees from Parthians to Rome, returns as ruler
	Parthians invade Judea but later withdraw



	Battle of Actium; Egyptians withdraw
	Egyptians claim victory at Actium
	31


	
	

	Rome rules Egypt until AD 642
	Antony and Cleopatra commit suicide
	30


	
	

	Augustus, 1st Roman emperor
	
	27 BC–AD 14
	
	

	
	
	14–4 BC


	Family feuds trouble Herod
	

	THE NEW TESTAMENT

	Anatolia, Greece, and Rome
	Egypt and Africa

	Dates

	Syria, Canaan, and Israel
	Mesopotamia and Persia

	
	
	4 BC


	Angel appears to Zechariah (c Nov 15; Lk 1:8–22)
	

	
	
	3 BC


	The annunciation (inter Apr 17–May 16; Lk 1:26–38); John the Baptist born (Aug; Lk 1:57–66)
	

	
	
	2 BC


	Jesus born (mid Jan to early Feb; Mt 1:25; Lk 2:1–7); Magi visit; flight to Egypt (mid to late in the year; Mt 2)
	

	
	
	1 BC


	Death of Herod the Great (after Jan 10; Mt 2:19); return to Nazareth (Mt 2:19–23)
	

	
	
	AD 6


	Judas the Galilean leads revolt against Rome; Judea, Samaria, and Idumaea combined to form the Roman province of Judea
	

	
	
	c 10


	Rabbi Hillel dies


	

	
	
	11


	Jesus in temple before the elders (c Apr 8–22; Lk 2:42)
	

	Tiberius, Roman emperor
	
	14–37


	
	

	Revolt in Gaul; grain shortages cause unrest in Rome
	
	21


	
	

	
	
	29


	Baptism of Jesus (Fall; Lk 3:1–2)
	

	
	
	30


	Jesus at Passover (c Apr 8; Jn 2:20)
	

	
	
	32


	Jesus at Passover (c Apr 15; Jn 6:4); Jesus arrives at Feast of Booths (c Oct 14; Jn 7:14); Feast of Booths (Oct 17 or 18; Jn 7:37)
	

	Roman Senators unable to pay debts; subsidized by Emperor Tiberius


	
	33


	Triumphal entry (Sun, Mar 29); Last Supper (Thurs eve, Apr 2); crucifixion (Fri, Apr 3); resurrection (Sun, Apr 5); ascension (May 14; Lk 24:51; Ac 1:9); Pentecost (May 24)
	

	
	
	36


	Paul’s conversion (Ac 9:1–31)
	

	Caligula (Gaius), Roman emperor
	
	37–41


	Josephus, Jewish historian, born
	

	
	Philo of Alexandria leads Jewish delegation to Rome
	c 39


	Caligula attempts to place statue of himself in Jerusalem temple
	

	
	
	41


	Martyrdom of James (late Mar; Ac 12:2); Peter in prison (Apr; Ac 12:3–4); Passover (May 4; Ac 12:4); Peter leaves Jerusalem (May; Gal 2:11)
	

	
	
	41–44


	Herod Agrippa I rules Judea
	

	Claudius, Roman emperor
	
	41–54


	
	

	Peter on mission in Asia Minor (Spr/Sum; 1Pt 1:1–2); [in Corinth (Fall); at Rome (mid Nov)]
	
	42


	Peter in Antioch (May 41–Apr 42; Gal 2:11)


	

	
	
	44


	Herod Agrippa at festival in Caesarea (Mar 5; Ac 12:19); death of Herod Agrippa (Mar 10; Ac 12:21–23)
	

	
	
	47–48


	Paul’s 1st missionary journey (Ac 13:1–14:28)
	

	Paul goes to Macedonia; Barnabas and John Mark go to Cyprus (mid May; Ac 15:36–16:10)


	
	49


	Conference in Jerusalem (Ac 15:1–35); Peter goes to Antioch (Feb; Gal 2:11); Paul confronts Peter (Apr; Gal 2:11)
	

	Paul’s 2nd missionary journey (Ac 15:39–18:22)
	
	49–51


	
	

	
	
	49–56


	[Peter in Antioch (seven years)]
	

	Paul’s 3rd missionary journey (Ac 18:23–21:17)
	
	52–55


	
	

	Nero, Roman emperor


	
	54–68


	
	

	
	
	55–57


	Paul imprisoned in Caesarea (Ac 23:23–26:32)
	

	Paul’s journey to Rome (Ac 27:1–28:16)
	
	57–58


	
	

	Paul in custody in Rome (Ac 28:17–31)
	
	58–60


	
	

	
	
	62


	Martyrdom of James, the Lord’s brother
	

	Paul assigns Titus at Crete (Ti 1:5)
	
	64–65


	
	

	Paul in Ephesus, where he leaves Timothy (Spr–Sum; 1Tm 1:3)
	
	65


	
	

	
	
	66–70


	Jewish revolt against Romans
	

	Peter and Paul martyred


	
	68


	
	

	Emperor Vespasian


	
	69–79


	
	

	
	
	70


	Titus destroys Jerusalem temple; Rabbon Yohanan ben Zakkai at Yavneh Academy
	

	
	
	c 73


	Fall of Masada


	

	Emperor Titus


	
	79–81


	
	

	Emperor Domitian


	
	81–96


	
	

	
	
	c 90–115


	Rabbon Gamaliel II at Yavneh Academy
	

	Jews revolt in Cyprus


	Jews revolt in Egypt and Cyrene
	115–17


	
	Jews revolt in Mesopotamia

	
	
	132–35


	Bar Kokhba revolt; death of Rabbi Akiva, Yavneh Academy leader who hailed Bar Kokhba as the messiah
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Jos Flavius Josephus


Ant Josephus, Flavius. Antiquities of the Jews. In The Works of Josephus. Translated by William Whiston. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1987.
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