Economics Research Project

You will have one main project for Economics this semester, which will make up 10% of your semester grade. Each unit may have a small project, but those will be included in the “test score” category. This annotated bibliography will be due on ___________________.
Annotated Bibliography

Imagine you are assigned a five-page research paper. You get to pick the topic, and then will start your research. Instead of writing the entire paper, however, you will only be evaluating the resources you have found on your topic. That is, in essence, what an annotated bibliography is.

You will be creating an annotated bibliography of 6 sources. Two of the sources will be internet sites; two will be books; and two will be newspapers, journals, or magazines. You will be using the Modern Language Association (MLA) format for your bibliography. You must use this format consistently for each citation.
What is an Annotated Bibliography? An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and other resources. Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph: the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited. Annotations are usually about 150 words. 

Annotations vs. Abstracts 
Abstracts are the descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly journal articles or in subscription databases. Annotations, on the other hand, are descriptive and critical; they discuss the author's point of view, clarity, appropriateness of expression, authority, etc. 

The Process 
Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: concise writing, succinct analysis, and informed library research. You will be retrieving websites, journal articles, and books relevant to a selected topic. You will create citations for these resources using the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. You will write concise annotations that summarize the central theme and scope of the websites, articles, and books. These annotations should include one or more sentences that: 

1. Evaluate the authority, background, and education of the author(s) 

2. Comment on the intended audience. For whom was it written (general public/any reader, subject specialists, college students)? What skill level or education level must the reader have? 

3. Compare or contrast this work with another you have cited 

4. Discuss how this work explains your selected topic 

Example of a Citation and Annotation 
London, Herbert. "Five Myths of the Television Age." Television Quarterly 10.1 (1982): 81-89. Academic Search Premiere. Web. 10 Oct. 2010. 

Herbert London, the Dean of Journalism at New York University and author of several books and articles about the television industry, explains how television contradicts five commonly believed ideas. He uses specific examples of events seen on television, such as the assassination of John Kennedy, to illustrate his points. His examples have been selected to contradict such truisms as: "seeing is believing"; "a picture is worth a thousand words"; and "satisfaction is its own reward." London uses logical arguments to support his ideas. He does not refer to any previous works on the topic. London's style and vocabulary would make the article of interest to any reader. In comparison to Smith’s article, this source was easier to understand and more relevant to my specific topic. 

 Citations with annotations should be alphabetized by author’s last name. If no author is given, consider the first letter of the first word of your citation when alphabetizing. 
 Do not include section headings such as “books” or “websites” 
 The annotated bibliography should be 1 cohesive document 
 Use 1 inch margins 
 Use Arial, 12 pt. font

 The title of your document should be Annotated Bibliography on (and your topic listed).

Topic selections (but not your only options):

The economy of a specific country

Causes of the Great Depression or our current recession

Current economic euro crisis

Adam Smith

Ralph Nader

Alan Greenspan

John Maynard Keynes

Ben Bernanke

Milton Friedman

Socialism vs. Capitalism

Current unemployment benefits

U.S. & Oregon’s welfare system

NAFTA, GATT, CAFTA, etc. (just 1)

World Bank

International Monetary Fund (IMF)

microloans

U.S. income tax system

OPEC

U.S. Social Security system

Credit unions vs. traditional banks

