Modern United States History 
Purpose and objectives: 
to closely examine the history of the United States from Reconstruction through the Modern Era, outlining how specific events, periods, and people have changed the 

to place items in chronological order, drawing cause-and-effect relationships between events

to explain how technological events have impacted society

to analyze political propaganda

to analyze and evaluate how public policy is made

to describe the role of government in our lives
to analyze an issue from various points of view

to describe how human growth and development cause action
to describe how institutions affect life

to explain rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens

to analyze the role of the economy in the history of the U.S. 

to use and interpret historical sources to draw conclusions

to describe how government actions in one country can influence and impact another country 
Textbook: Appleby, Joyce, et al. The American Vision: Modern Times. New York: Glencoe-McGraw-Hill, 2006.
Instructional Methods:

Basic Information, skills, and attitudes will be communicated through:

· Lecture, note taking, and media  

· Debate and simulations

· Various independent projects 

Evaluation of Student Work:

Homework Assignments

· Very few homework assignments aside from reading are given.

· Each chapter, students will hand in essential questions.

Tests/Quizzes/Projects

· Expect a quiz each time a reading assignment is given.

· Traditional tests are given for most chapters. Tests include multiple choice and/or matching questions, primary source analysis questions, and at least one essay.

· Each semester will conclude with a final. 

· A few small research papers or projects will be assigned to the whole class and are a portion of the test score category. 

· Each student will do two projects on chosen topics. For one, students will choose the activities they wish to do to further explore and learn about a specific topic in American history from a list provided. The other project will be the creation of an annotated bibliography. Each project will be due in a different semester based on the topics chosen.
*The students get to choose their topic for the projects. Their projects are due individually as we study those topics. Please see the handout given in class (and also posted on the class website) for details.
Evaluation of Student Work, con’t.:
Classroom Participation

· It is expected that students will participate in class, asking and answering questions as appropriate. 

· Points will be deducted for being unprepared for class.

· Some classroom activities are graded under the “Daily Work” category.

Grading: (grades are now given on a semester basis):

Tests: 40% of the grade


Daily Work (quizzes, homework, participation): 35%


Project: 10%

Semester final: 15%

Supplies required:

A charged laptop will be brought to class each day. If a student wishes to take notes on their electronic device, a copy of the notes will be e-mailed to the teacher at the end of each period.

One notebook for notes (unless using a device) + one notebook for essential questions.

Pens, pencils, etc.

A stand-alone translator may be used on tests (for international students only). 

My Expectations of the Year:

The story of the history of the United States that is presented in this class helps explain how and why we are the country we are today. I expect the students to be engaged in the learning environment, and to be responsible for their own learning. I hope to challenge them this year, not only through homework and testing, but also through discussion and debate. I know that they can rise to the occasion!

Contact me:

Wendy FitzHenry:  541-382-1850 (school); 541-504-4231 (home)




E-mail: wendy.fitzhenry@saints.org




Class website: tlhsfitzhenry.weebly.com

I, ________________________ (student), have read through the Modern United States history syllabus. 

I, ________________________ (parent), have read through the Modern United States history syllabus.

