The Gospels

Definitions

· Gospel- literally “good news”; also one of four books in the Bible that tell the story of Jesus
· Apostle – means “one who is sent”; refers to the followers that Jesus designated at leaders of the church: His original 12 disciples, Paul, James
· Synoptic – common view; from “syn” meaning together and “optic” meaning to tell or see
· Three gospels are synoptic – their stories of Jesus are similar
· Matthew, Mark, Luke
Matthew
· Written by the apostle Matthew, aka Levi, the tax collector
· Written in about 50 A.D.
· Written for Jewish Christians, ones who knew the Old Testament
· Tradition says that Matthew wrote it for the Christians in Judea before he began traveling as a missionary; might possibly have been written in Hebrew or Aramaic rather than Greek
Mark
· Written by John Mark, a disciple of Peter – mentioned  by name in Acts 13 and 15

· Written between 50 and 60 A.D.

· Has a more abrupt, immediate style of writing

· Tradition says that Mark’s gospel is Peter’s story

Luke
· Written by Luke, a friend and disciple of Paul - also wrote Acts

· Written originally as a letter to a friend, Theophilus
· Written between 55 and 60 A.D.

· Tradition says Luke wrote it for the church to be used as a book of instruction

John
· Written by John, one of Jesus’ disciples/apostles

· Written around 90 A.D.

· Not one of the synoptic gospels –very different style and stories

· Tradition says that he wrote his gospel in response to people who were saying that Jesus was not God
